: " One must assume that CIA standards Aré 'somewhat- move}
-scrupulous. But the agency's record of political diagnosis lsl
i hardly characterized by infallibility, as both, Presklents Eiso:n-i
hower and Kennedy: painfully learned, ...'u: -
i * ‘Men' drawn .to’ thé business of esplonage are often obses-g
‘ﬁ slve, adventurous types; they may possess a large capacity for+
stealing or eavesdropping, and a. willingness to risk- their lives:|
*in thie process, These audacities may make them deserving of :
Ji- hational medals, but-do not qualify them Ior the cdmplex busl- .
- || mess of sophisticated statesmanship. PR <€
.. Were such. men  the basic architects of our Domlnlcan‘
‘ : ’ declsion" Did Admiral Raborn, newly recruited from a defense .
e lndustry post to assume leadership of CIA, credulously eanctify
One hauntlng mystery about the U‘. 8. operation’ In Santg|: & composite of prejudgments and misjudgments? If a handful did:
ingo is too little explored. It concerns the cruclal role of th take over, did CIA have no sorious advance intlmation? = ./ <
Cehtral Intelligence Agency, that strange, super-secret agenc History may show that the questions are unfair, But enough
degeribed In a notable book by David Wlse and Thomas R. Ross| is known about the archives of CIA to suggest:that they are war;
. as|“The Invisible Government.” i ranted. One hopes President Johnson, upon whom the ultimate,
& * { No matter how one reads the hlstory of recent days. the cony| | burden of quick decislon rested, will not be reluctant to revlew
! -cl slon is Inescapable that CIA reports from the turbulent. sceng| | the record before basln% further actlon on the same sources X
mpst havé vitally influenced President Johnson's actions. Frongli - Ll »
iwlat other source could have come’ the -sudden word that. Sgf Beyond the matter of panlo or preconception that may ha\ov
- plined Communist operatives had allegedly seized- ‘total corf] | been involved in the explosive “List of 54" lie other questions, Was; l
1 of a popular revolution in a few desperate hours, . = i the document so0 conclusive that It swiftly and totally outweighed.
-1t Was essentially. on the basis.of such.a document. we arf}- all other calculations—such as the world-and hemispheric polnlcall
o, that an ‘erergency act to protect American lives was tran A. consequences of unilateral intervention? DId Secretary Rusk
ed Into a massive Marine' adventure “n.paraueled smce th 1venture an opinion on these aspects of ‘the a“ah‘. or has he‘
dikcredited era of “Blg Stick” diplomacy, . /| abdicated the right to such a ruie?
| 'To delay such Intervention, it is contended, would have pe | Perhaps largest of all emerges the issue of whether a
mtted an irretrievable selzure of power by men whe Were ‘benf ‘democracy can afford to pay. the price of such heavy rellance
estab“gh]ng ) Communlst despousm overnlght. Dol I'on an agency that daily operates as a staté within a state, Whnto
» ™ S ‘Is most frustrating about the present crisls is that CIA remains
One leaves aslde tor tha moment the q“e,uon o‘ why oul | §0 invulnerable to critical examination, and that so few mcmbers .
lligence agencles 50 often react so much more- alertly to real | o! Congress are prepared to contest’ the arrangement. - H
“1o1] alleged threats from the left than from the right. o * »
‘!,. The fateful question at this juncture 13 the validity- ot thel Ina dcfense of CIA’s Iabors;, Allen Dulles once remarked:
. rert. In the light of the testimony.of many informed no ]:/ that only its failures becomeé apparent; and that' many of Is
mmunist Latin Americans and the abgence: of any foll IJ, successes have to be hidden for decades. Nelther point is entlvely
umentatlon o! the charges, the case must at least be call 1 valid; its. fallures can be long concealed, and- a number >f its
ot proven.”. ¢ ;;ostenslble triumphs. have s>mehow Hen trumpeted. But even
« | But the CIA's aggcrs remain 50, cloaked n super-secrec {1t Dulles were rlght.&the CIA structure {s wrong. The same man'
. lard so. Immiine to” ordinary inquiry that 1t may take month -once ohserved that:¥‘the National Secririty Act ‘of 1047. . - hasy
o years belore the truth emerges. o .| glven Intelllgence ‘& ‘more influential position’ I our govern-;
‘ ,% ' v S ment ’1’ha1n Imelligence enjoys In any other govornment ln the:
1" 0nce ‘upon_a time'n Senalm' named :oseph McCarthy prd; world” . '
(Cl§imed:to his: colleagues’ that he, helil in ‘his: hands & llst ol Tt 15 tlme ‘to’ assert aloud that this is & symptom ot na-’
b5 eard-carrying Commuinists” occupylnk strategle. places. iH "tional: sickness ‘rather ‘than health, In this rough’ world. . no: oney:
e ‘torelgﬂ servlce., Fortunately 19 othe?. hemispherie republl Js likely to. suggest that the U, S abaridon all usé of the under-
 deeivied: this’ gugm_-m{t ‘svidence to jusuty Hie Janding -pt troopl ‘cover agent’ {wastetul, self-defeating and “presumptuous as. hls‘
ol : U sollf. It #don developed: that. whit hé' held ih. his: | work may, often’ be). Bit nidther ‘should: CIA be viewed as a
\,W_ A(“bm‘. “lbl")ﬂém t kosblp. Heton §7 g i e il sum “‘ ég fe ensable’ Auperthen, “Thet 18 . bne ol; Atheysad) .
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